
Board of Directors 

Karen Hicks is an international expert in grassroots political strategy, organizing, training and voter targeting 

and has held leadership positions in two presidential campaigns.  In 2008, she served as a Senior Advisor to 

Senator Hillary Clinton. During the 2004 election cycle, she served as the Field Director for the Democratic 

National Committee. Previously, she served as Governor Jeanne Shaheen’s Director for Policy at the New 

Hampshire Department of Health and Human Service and as Executive Director of New Hampshire Citizen 

Action.  

 

Diane M. MacDonald is the chief financial officer for the Broad Institute, a research collaboration of Harvard 

and MIT. She is known for implementing successful management improvement efforts in both the public and 

non-profit sectors and developing performance-based budgeting and management systems for state and local. 

She previously was the director of finance and operations for Community Catalyst, and has also worked within 

the Office of Budget Management for the City of Boston, including four years as budget director.  

 

Kavita Patel is a fellow in the Economic Studies program and managing director for clinical transformation and 

delivery at the Engelberg Center for Health Care Reform within the Brookings Institution. Previously, Dr. Patel 

directed the health policy program at the New America Foundation, and served in the Obama administration as 

director of policy for the Office of Intergovernmental Affairs and Public Engagement in the White House.  

 

Robert Phillips is the Director of Health Programs at the Sierra Health Foundation and Board Chair of Social 

Interest Solutions. Prior to this, Robert served as Program Director, a Senior Program Officer and Senior Fellow 

at The California Endowment, where he led the foundation’s efforts around health care reform, health advocacy, 

and improving health outcomes for California’s children of color. He previously was Senior Associate at Policy 

Link and Western Region Political Director of the Service Employees Industrial Union.   

 

Mark Schlesinger is an associate professor of Public Health at the Yale University School of Medicine and a 

fellow of Yale’s Institution for Social and Policy Studies. His research includes assessments of federal programs 

for children and the elderly, the growth of for-profit enterprises in health and mental health care, and public 

attitudes toward health care reform. Mark is the former editor of the Journal of Health Politics, Policy, and Law, 

published by Duke University. 

  

Anthony So, M.D. is director of the Program on Global Health and Technology Access at Duke University’s 

Sanford Institute of Public Policy. He was associate director of the Rockefeller Foundation’s Health Equity 

program, where he promoted access to medicines policy development in developing countries, co-founded a 

program exploring the role of intellectual property rights in innovation and access, and launched the “Trading 

Tobacco for Health” initiative. He previously directed the Liaison Office for Quality from 1997 to 1998 at the 

Agency for Health Care Policy and Research, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.  

 

Katherine S. Villers founded and is the president of Community Catalyst.  As both a non-profit organizational 

leader and an activist in philanthropy, she has spent the better part of three decades elevating consumer and 

community voices in the fight for all people in the U.S. to obtain quality, affordable health care. She established 

Community Catalyst in 1998 and previously co-founded the Villers Foundation in 1982 and Families USA in 

1989, where she also served as executive director for their Massachusetts programs.   She previously founded 

and was executive director of New Communities Housing Management, a pioneer in integrating resident 

capacity-building approaches into the management of low- and moderate-income housing communities. 
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Wendy Warring is senior vice president of  Network Development at Children’s Hospital in Boston and is the 

chair of Community Catalyst’s Board of Directors. She previously was senior vice president and chief operating 

officer of Connecticut Children’s Medical Center and also worked as executive vice president of UMass 

Memorial Health Care. She was commissioner of the Division of Medical Assistance for the Commonwealth of 

Massachusetts and served in various legal roles as general counsel for the Massachusetts Housing Finance 

Agency and deputy legal counsel for the Governor of Massachusetts. 

 

Amy Whitcomb Slemmer is the executive director of Massachusetts Health Care for All (HCFA) a leading 

state-based consumer health advocacy organization. She was previously the executive officer of Biomedical 

Services for the American Red Cross in Washington, DC. As legislative counsel for the National Association of 

People with AIDS and as president of Slemmer & Associates Grassroots Advocacy, she provided advice and 

counsel to a diverse group of health care organizations as they negotiated the federal legislative process.  


